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TETRAMELACEAE 

GHANA PROMDEJ* 


Trees, often buttressed- Leaves simple, spirally arranged, exstipulate. Flowers 
aetinomorphic, 4—8 merous, unisexual, dioecious, in bractcatc spikes or panicles. Male 
flowers: sepal 4-8, valvate, united at base; petals 4-8, free or 0; stamens 4-8, opposite the 
sepals; filaments elongate. Female flowers: sepals united into a cup with 4-8 lobes or teeth; 
petals 4-8 or 0, ovary inferior, 4-8-locular; styles 4-8, free; ovules numerous. Fruit a 
capsule. Seeds very small, numerous. 

Two genera ( Tetrameles and Octomeles ) and 2-3 species in tropical Asia, one 
monotypic genus ( Tetrameles ) in Thailand. 

TETRAMELES 

R. Br. in Denh. & Chapp., Trav. 2: 230, 1826; Benth. & Hook.f., Gen. PI. 1: 845. 1867.-— 
Anictoclea Nimmo in J. Grah. Cat. Bomb. PI.: 252. 1835. 

Deciduous trees. Leaves simple, spirally arranged. Male flowers: calyx 4-Iobed, or 
sometimes with a few occasionally additional lobes; petals 0; stamens 4, inserted on the 
margin of receptacle, opposite the calyx-lobes. Female flowers: calyx with 4-triangular 
teeth; petals and androecium 0; ovary inferior, 4-locular; styles 4; stigma obiong; ovules 
numerous. Fruit dehiscing in an apical pore. Seeds fusiform, slightly flattened. 

A monotypic genus, widely distributed in tropical Asia. 


Tetrameles nudiflora R. Br. in Benn., PI. Jav. Rar.: 79.1.17.1844; Kurz, FI. Burma 1: 534. 
1877; Clarke in FI. Br. Ind. 2: 657. 1879; Gagnep. in FI. Gen. I.-C. 2: 1121. 1921; Ridl., FI. 
Mai. Pen. 1: 864. 1922; Craib in FI. Siam. En. 1: 781. 1933; van Steenis in FI. Mai. 1.4: 385. 
1953; Whitmore in Tree Flora of Malaya 2: 29. 1973. Figure 33—34. 

Large tree, up to 45 m high, 400 cm girth; buttresses up to 5 m high from ground; 
bark silvery grey to silvery grey-brown, smooth, hooped; inner bark ochre, soft, thick, 
finely fibrous; wood soft, ochre; twigs stout, with large, prominent leaf scars. Leaves heart- 
shaped, sometimes slightly pcnta-angular, chartaceous, 9-15 by 9—12 cm; apex acute to 
rounded; base cordate; margins serrate or double serrate; upper surface sparsely hairy, more 
densely so on lower surface; main nerves 5(-7) at base; scalariform veins conspicuous on 
lower surface; petioles 5—10 cm long, scattering with 8-12 warty glands, hairy. 


*The Forest Herbarium, Royal Forest Department, Bangkok 10900, Thailand. 
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THAI FOREST BULLETIN (BOTANY) 22 


Inflorescences 15-30 cm long. Flowers 4-merous, very small. Male flower: pedicels 
subsessile, ca 1 mm long; calyx deeply 4-lobed or sometimes with additional lobes; tube 
short; lobes oblong, 1.5—2 mm long; stamens 4, 1—3.5 mm long. Female flower: sessile, 
3.5-5 mm long; calyx-tube fusiform, with peltate glands; calyx-teeth 4, short, triangular; 
styles 4(—5), 1—2.5 mm long; stigma large, about half as long as the styles. Capsule globular- 
urceolate, 4-5 mm in diameter, prominently 8—10 nerved. Seeds ca 1 mm long. 

Thai lan d.— Throughout the country. 

Distributio n.— India, Burma, Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia and Malesia (type 
front Indonesia). 

E c o 1 o g y.— A pioneer species, common by streams in mixed deciduous and 
evergreen forests, 50—300 m altitude. Flowering during December to February. Fruiting 
during February—March. 

Vernacula r.-— Somphong (awvn), kaphong (nzvn), phong (vn) (Central & 
Peninsular); ngun (ru), saphung (arvp) (North-eastern); man chaang (tfuih-0 (Trang). 

Use s.-— Wood light brown to greyish-brown, rather soft, used for temporary 
construction, wooden boxes, canoes, pulp, plywood and toy. 
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Figure 33, Tetrameles nudiflora R. Br 
l. aimj trunk, 2. Ill leaves, 3. itloan bark, 4, buttresses. 
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Figure 34, Tetrarneies nudiflora R Br 
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THAI K)R BULL (BOT) 22; 99-UM) 1994 



(FamilyTETRAMELACEAE) 


Trus ’winniem* 


miculjHunfmiJnliimi Idi^eji ila-ultjuiann-j ^anlnndfiliijjviln RQmiomwfl 

v ** t 
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lannaa nannan 4-8 nan uunnniihjaairtilalijmay inaio 4-8 an figfuviffujcf 
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vnaliimau nlni a dins mi a-wan mfflniukaaniiln 4-8 ifa^ imarifajjnTiaaniimninn 
manna 4-8 an Hainaununntarufln 00 m™?hunn maewniman fnnumn 


v 

msculiftni^ffuw 2 ana ibsintu 2-3 vna nminirinBwnmavnrlnyniJiaLStj 

iwian Inibrinfitnuvjnmy'janaiJiEn aa Tetrameles 


tinaTifauvu (tetrameles) 

^ i i i 

miwtn ana niflnlMnoa Win 1v rntnilainanianm njantnnanunnvlmaaan-i 
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vmfullfafjtmijivioj 1 Una aa 02/9N (Tetrameles nudiflora R. Br.) mrmtmns 

adlmnipitanua^nliliaiia 
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ajJVH (Tetrameles nudiflora R. Br.) 


tiuvn innlniamimeflnfii aimimmm* cncn 45 mm fmufrniO'Knnmzmjon 
nlaivinawnann? 400 *jj. Tfluwnijvmanuwiilnilmimfl'l'Htij aa^inrm^nn^ 5 mm 3-5 

M <U v * V 

ymaneiami iiJaannamnjunJnnn mvnaanumjnm Muimmm daanlnnmainaa^ 
aannianlaiiarainna Liantiaanmnaa fkiinnwam wkwIituuu iJaiumniamiwa 
iflniia^infanu In idtnhmafioirirMqsLihniJ 5 maun nw 9-15 *bjj. an 9-12 tsjj. 

*i v 

ilanalnimannlanu Im/limJnYta manlnninniFimm uomnnlanln 5-7 ian nnlnn 






* Nvivntyfm«iviwf|fnjf(ia«iTLJi 1 ij diuvttinwnafifth'ljj dnifommiihlfi muihlu luewflwi ni-umn 10900 
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miuijjjja jjQ^i'MuiMuuiiij'uviiJulw'l^futivi mouTu 

MomtiinifaiiaoowlouiJLiviunitfmaaoao^mi mulu on 5-10 mi. jJTmtanijao jjfijjwft 
tan n 8-12 pin n^nuadnnuj ®df) tan 4 uan eonnJuvo on 15-30 “uu. mlanofn 
motvivlmiwaiilmoVtulna i jJaTonj ‘saflonmflwflanaaniflfru nanan 1.5-2 jjjj. 
fhupianau o'mJisjjim l jjjj. fiauinaanhaunmiu 4(-7) nau flouTfltii^ajjiflniiiiJiJiiJ 
tnotnu inaiw 4 an FmadmjBruiaaaon emnhjjnamaO'j ^oAonmmjJOflonaamin ‘i 
saonon 3.5-5 jjjj. ‘tiijjfhuflan namaa^ajJwmvuiiJmiJfl'Jo iJaioiiomiJu 4(-5) nan 
nJaiJJiviaoMait «i jj/himncrcuiu 4(-5) ou m fiaiitfunajjian tmi wTuauonan 4-5 jjjj. 

■u < 1 v ' y m 

iu8UYNunnni4#miJtnu mm nJmsjno omlinnw l jjjj. uuuiiariuiuin da'jpmjajj 
(nJibsnaim 33-34) 


HdtnuijdJ: trjjuM, nrm, vn (nianan-.malfl); ftj, a-vn (mmniJO); jjjjtn 
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minisQWWus: liiibiurm’lYiowiJTmfna vmihunfmriinkruviffaiuRo, wh, 
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vi wimn: iilultfujmii ‘mjminmBnenjjviaih uanili'jfuvllfl^ijiliiijfuavmojvu 

ii/ i/ w 

uasih^mj ismjfliijjawntiTTisiaiaaoflmfl 50 turn mihJtn 300 ijjm 


■szazni'sddnftan-eja: 


0an?i0nirvin'n^0U5inifljj-njjnimjB wauri njjnrmjs- 


jhnajj 


miUhJixloifu : maluffoufojriomiflzun Smaa^aauM’menaaa'u ‘Hfriaain 
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fiam jima04 chIu now tjjoVi wilmmi uazioonHfliu 


